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Kenichiro Sasae joined the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs after graduating from The University of Tokyo

in 1974. His distinguished and illustrious diplomatic career includes prestigious assignments

as Executive Assistant to the Prime Minister, Director-General of the Economic Affairs Bureau, Director-General

of the Asian & Oceania Affairs Bureau, and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs. During his period of service in Tokyo,
he represented the Japanese Government in the Six-Party Talks on North Korean issues. He also worked as
Political Director for the G-8 Summit. From 2012-2018,

he was Ambassador of Japan to the United States. Subsequently, in July 2018, Ambassador Sasae was appointed
President of The Japan Institute of International Affairs to head Japan' s premier foreign affairs think tank.
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Yoshinobu Yamamoto, Professor at the University of

Niigata Prefecture. He taught at University of Tokyo and
Aoyama Gakuin University, specialized in international relations
theories and Asia-Pacific Affairs.

His Publications include: International Politics of Empire and
International Regimes and Global Governance (both in Japanese).

Ms Doden is Special Affairs Commentator on

NHK World TV. Having been a correspondent based

in Thailand covering ASEAN countries, she has
expertise in reporting on a wide range of global issues
from hard security to human security. She has BA from
| Sophia University and MA from Columbia University.
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Tsutomu Kikuchi is director of the University

Research Institute and professor at the Department

of International Politics, Aoyama Gakuin University.

He was a visiting fellow at the Australian National
University (ANU) and the Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies (ISEAS), a visiting professor at the University

of British Columbia(UBC), and consultant of the Asian
Development Bank(ADB). He obtained a doctoral degree
from Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo

Commentator. He joined Nikkei Shimbun 1987 and served

as Correspondent at the Beijing Bureau , the Washington DC
Bureau, and Editorial Writer. He received his BA from

Jiyu Gakuen Gollege and MA from Boston University.

He was also Associate at Harvard University. He wrote two books,
which are about US-China-Japan triangular relations.
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