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B EEBE Course description

This course aims to survey the long history of lower-class whites in American society and
culture, from colonial times to the present by reading and discussing historian Nancy
[senberg’s eye-opening White Trash: The 400-Year Untold Story of Class in America (2017). Doing
so will allow us to confront persistent origin myths about the nation, to grasp what class and
gender means and looks like overall, and finally, to ask how class resentments and class
identity continue to shape American life today.

In general, we will read and explore together six chapters each term from Isenberg’s book
and supplement this history with fiction, essays, and poetry. We will pay special attention to
William Faulkner’s Snopes clan as representative of the stereotypes, fears, and prejudices
against the rural and lower classes, in particular. We want to ask why class is both
omnipresent in the form of status and money, poverty and disenfranchisement, and yet
invisible in a capitalist society that believes in social mobility. Such a society refuses to “see”
class as fixed or systemic, and instead celebrates “bootstrapping,” or the ways in which
individuals overcome hurdles to succeed. At times in this course, we may turn to Isabel
Wilkerson’s notion of “caste” to understand her arguments that America does not have a
class system so much as a society based on caste,

Summer and Winter terms

In each semester, we will pay special attention to celebrated writers of the U.S. South such as
Faulkner, O’ Connor, Welty, McCullers, Wright, and others in their representations of
stereotypes, fears, and prejudices held by, and against, the rural and lower classes, in
particular. We look at J.D. Vance’s autobiography, and consider how and why the so-called
“Trump era” has emerged, and what it might have to do with class in America.

ERBETZE Course objectives

(1) To read extensively and intensively (widely and deeply) in modern American literature

2) To learn about techniques of narrative experimentation in American literature

3) To compare and contrast universal and both gender-and race-specific

approaches to history, art, and culture modeled in critical essays by literature and culture
scholars as well as public intellectuals

(4) To present organized talks orally in English on assigned topics

(b) To write argumentative and interpretative essays in English, building from a thesis
paragraph by paragraph, based on research with bibliography and notes

(
(
(

Nancy Isenberg Isabel Wilkerson

Dorothea Lange Elvis Presley in Jailhouse Rock, 1957
Migtant Mother, Nipomo, California

March 1936
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B EEBE Course description

Over the course of this year in two semesters, our readings in Knighton Zemi will focus on
American women writers of the U.S. South. We will consider how geography and gender
shape white and black women’s relationship to their writing, be it in the form of diaries,
essays, poems, plays, short or long fiction. Regional history, social and economic hierarchies,
sexuality, skin color and racial caste exert particular pressures on women seeking to express
themselves in the U.S. South.

In this course, we will adopt Kimberlé Crenshaw’s concept of “intersectionality,” the ways in
which personhood is defined according to multiple overlapping and intersecting vectors such
as race, class, and gender. We will add geographical region to that intersectional mix, and
ask what is universal about women’s particular experiences, and how can we think about
difference as a critical method and not simply as a property of identity or the subject of
literary expression alone. We will take up women writers from the 19" century and
contemporary critical theorists and essayists, but focus mostly on short fiction of the 20™ and
21%tcenturies, including Harriet Jacobs, the Grimké sisters, Mary Chestnut, Mary Noailles
Muriree, Zora Neale Hurston, Kate Chopin, Alice Walker, Sonia Sanchez, bell hooks,
Flannery O’ Connor, Eudora Welty, Bobbie Ann Mason, Molly McCully Brown, Doris Betts,
and Nikki Giovanni, among others.

Summer term

In this semester, depending on student interest and numbers, we will also read one or two
longer works of fiction such as Carson McCullers’ Reflections in a Golden Eye (1941) and/or The
Member of the Wedding (1946) .

Winter term

In this semester, depending on student interest and numbers, we will also read one or two
longer works of fiction such as Dorothy Allison’s Bastard out of Carolina (1992) and/or
Jesmyn Ward’s Salvage the Bones (2011) .

B ZERBE1E Course objectives

The class has three main objectives:

(1) To gain foundational knowledge of techniques of narrative fiction and examine it in its
social and historical context;

(2) To improve reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills as a result of intensive study of
materials solely in the target language of English;

(3) To foster critical thinking and writing skills through rigorous debate and discussion,
comparative analysis of texts, close reading of language use, and short writing tasks.

Zora Neale Hurston Carson McCullers Flannery O’ Connor

Jesmyn Ward “Salvage the Bones”

Mary Chestnut “A DIARY FROM DIXIE” Dorothy Allison “Bastard out of Carolina”
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Gender is one of the fundamental factors in identity formation and perception of
others. Gendered identities and behaviors are not innate characteristics but are
constructed according to the norms of different societies and cultures. This course
critically explores concepts and theories of gender and sexuality in order to
understand how gender norms, roles, and practices are shaped through social
structures, institutions, and power relations. In this course, students also challenge
many taken-for-granted assumptions about sex and gender, using variety of examples

from Japan and other societies.
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By the end of this course, students should be able to
-explain how gender is constructed and reinforced through the imbrication of

socio-cultural factors including race, class, ethnicity, religion, etc.
-link sociological theories and concepts about gender and sexuality to students’ own

experiences in everyday lives.
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B EZHME Course description

Course theme: Gender and law

In this class, we will look at various issues relating to the rights of women and the rights of
sexual minorities in Japan and other countries, focusing particularly on the role of law. Legal
rules sometimes discriminate directly or indirectly against women and sexual minorities,
while in other cases they serve as a force for liberation and transformation. We will examine
this dual nature of law by looking at topics such as marriage and the family, gender identity,
sexual and domestic violence, and participation in politics and the workforce, studying
examples from both Japan and other countries and considering both domestic and
international law. Students will learn that the social status of women and sexual minorities is
not fixed or unchangeable, but has varied over time and from place to place throughout
history, and that social movements in modern times have played a key role in lobbying for
reform of oppressive laws and for the introduction of laws that can be used to challenge
gender discrimination. The class will provide students with an opportunity to consider their
beliefs about gender, and to think about how we can all help create a world in which

everyone can achieve their full potential, free from gender discrimination and gender
stereotypes.

W =5 E1Z Course objectives

By participating in this course, students will:
a) learn the meaning of basic concepts such as sex (including the concept of intersex), gender

(including the concepts of gender identity, gender expression and gender roles), and sexual
orientation.

b) gain a basic understanding of the kinds of discrimination that still exist against women and
sexual minorities in Japan and other countries.

c) gain a basic understanding of how laws have either reflected and reinforced such
discrimination, or have been used to combat it.
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