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The introduction of social media has made news content easily available for consumption.! Even though the
development of social media is a blessing to mankind. Conversely, it has also affected our lives negatively
due to the untold? suffering it has brought to us. Unlike the traditional media (newspaper, TV, and Radio)
Social media has ushered in® a new trend in news known as ‘fake news’ where malicious* or misleading
information is rapidly spread. Even though social media was created to enhance’ communication, it has
almost replaced the mainstream media. A vast® majority of people no longer watch television or listen to the

radio; even if they listen to it, it will be done on social media.

With the growing popularity of social media, we are increasingly being exposed to’ a plethora® of fake news.
Fake news has caused enormous damage to our society and hence emerged as a potential threat not only to
press’ freedom but to democracy as well. There has not been any clear definition or acceptance of the concept
of fake news. Therefore, for us to accept what is considered to be fake news, one must first understand what
news is, authentic'® or genuine'' news. News or ‘authentic news’ is regarded as any authentic information,
any development or recent happenings that are not yet known, and such information is brought to the attention
of the public. News is a report of what a news organization has recently learned about matters'? of some

significance or interest to the specific community that news organization serves.

Fake news constitutes'> two major ways in which they are proliferated' through the social media:
disinformation and misinformation. Misinformation refers to those who share fake news without knowing
that it is fake mostly simply because they see their friends or others sharing it. People usually tend to believe
something that conforms'” to their view (confirmation bias'®) and will share it without verification'” because
it is in accord'® with their thinking. Disinformation refers to those who are aware that such information is
fake and continue to spread it either for political or financial gains.!” This aspect is further exacerbated’

using social bots and trolls*' (malicious accounts).
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In many advanced countries, such as those in Europe, Japan, and the U.S., fewer people are getting married,
and those who do get married are having fewer children, leading to population decline. Why do you think

this trend is occurring, and what strategies or policies could help address' this issue?
Write your thoughts in at least 10 sentences in English.
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