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SCHOOL OF GLONAL STUDES AND COLLARILATION

SCHOOL OF GLOBAL STUDIES AND COLLABORATION (GSC)
AOYAMA GAKUIN UNIVERSITY (AGU)
Fall 2026 Application Instructions for Exchange Students
(Departmental Exchange)

The following information is for candidates who have been nominated through their home university.
Please read the instructions below before applying to the School of Global Studies and Collaboration
(hereafter ‘GSC’), Departmental Exchange Program at Aoyama Gakuin University (Sagamihara Campus).
Potential applicants should carefully consider the term of study (1 semester or 1 year) before applying.
1. Eligibility
To be eligible to apply for the GSC Exchange Program, the applicant must meet all of the following
requirements:
(1) be an undergraduate student enrolled at one of Aoyama Gakuin University GSC’s partner institutions
with a Student Exchange Agreement, until the end of the GSC Exchange Program
(2) have a GPA of 2.5 or above (on a 4.0 scale)
(3) agree to the pledge stated in the “3. Aoyama Gakuin University, School of Global Studies and
Collaboration Departmental Exchange Program Pledge”
(4) at Aoyama Gakuin University, students must enroll for at least 14 credits
(5) be able to spend their daily life in Japan independently *
* Specifically, applicants are required to be able to do the following:
Be able to self-manage daily life, such as eating, hygiene, and nocturnal habits
Be able to travel to and from school alone (including use of public transportation, walking)
Be able to take and manage medicines that are available
Bring their own medicines, or alternative medication they use in their home country, to Japan
Visit medical institutions (using simple Japanese language or using translation apps, etc.)
(6) during the course of study, the student should be in a healthy condition where they can attend classes
regularly and undergo classes in-person (during study at AGU, students are not allowed to take online

courses only)

2. Required Language Ability

GSC requires exchange students to possess language ability equivalent to either of the following:
(1) At least one year of formal study of the Japanese language and/or Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT) N5 or equivalent
(2) IELTS 5.5 or TOEFL iBT 68 or above
NOTE:
-Beginner Japanese language courses (taught in English), for those whose JLPT score fall under JLPT 4 level

(below CEFR-A1), are held on the Aoyama Campus. Please refer to Program Details, “Information on the
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Exchange Student Program,” for further information.

https://www.aoyama.ac.jp/en/academic/undergraduate/gsc exchange program detail/

-In the event that an applicant is unable to submit a TOEFL or IELTS score, they are to follow these
procedures: (1) submit an official English test score and its equivalent IELTS or TOEFL iBT score on an official
conversion table issued by the relevant examining board, OR (2) submit an "English Proficiency Report" (a
specific AGU form), completed by a full-time faculty member of the applicant's home university who either

teaches English language classes or has obtained a degree in English studies.

. Application Materials

Those applying to the GSC Exchange Program are required to submit all of the following materials through

the designated online form.

NOTE: The applicant must ensure that all details on documents are clear and readable. Photocopies are

accepted in PDF format. Edited photos and screenshots are not permitted.

Application Materials

1. Please use the designated online form, the URL of which will be
Application Form provided to you after your nomination.
Your full name should be stated exactly as is rendered in your passport.
2. | Proof of Language A. For those who have experience studying Japanese at school:
Proficiency i) Please have your Japanese language teacher fill out the “Evaluation
»kSubmit Either A or B of Japanese Language Proficiency” (designated AGU format).
A. i) Evaluation of ii) If you have JLPT N1-N5 scores, please submit a copy of your score
Japanese Language report.

Proficiency*
B. For those who do NOT have experience studying Japanese or do
ii) Copy of JLPT NOT have a JLPT score report:
(Japanese Language Please submit a score report of IELTS 5.5 (Academic Module) or TOEFL
Proficiency Test) Score | iBT 68 or above.
Report If IELTS or TOEFL scores are not available, but you possess equivalent
B. Copy of IELTS or TOEFL | Scores, please have your faculty member fill out the “English Proficiency

Score Report Report” (designated AGU format). *

3. Aoyama Gakuin University,
School of Global Studies
and Collaboration
Departmental Exchange
Program Pledge*

Please read the Pledge and submit the signed agreement confirming
that you have read, understood, and will abide by it.

4. Please submit an English transcript with the latest results from your
Official Academic home university including your GPA. An Official Academic Transcript
Transcript must include a page that explains your home university’s grading

scale/system.

Please submit one (1) letter of recommendation in English or Japanese,
written by a faculty member (e.g., professor, associate professor,
lecturer, etc.) who can comment on your academic ability.

5. 1 Letter of
Recommendation

6. Statement of Academic The statement must be typed in A4 Word format, preferably on a single
Objectives page.

A health checkup must be undertaken within 3 months prior to the

. %
Health Certificate deadline of the application. This certificate must be completed and
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signed by the medical institution that" performed the checkup.

<NOTE>

-Make sure to write your current home university name in the “Last
School Attended” section.

-Check “not remarkable” if the results did not show anything unusual.
-The date of the health checkup and the chest x-ray taken must be
stated on the certificate.

-For nationals of the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, Nepal, Myanmar,
and China: Please also refer to item 11, “Tuberculosis Screening
Clearance Certificate.”

3 . - Ask your doctor to issue this document if reasonable accommodations
Medical Certificate of . .
) are necessary while you are studying at AGU.
Chronic lliness or . . - . .
; e.g., consideration during a class/exam, extending exam duration, etc.
Documentation for
Reasonable ] A form can be downloaded from the link below:
A"ccomrnodatlon https://www.mhlw.go.jp/seisakunitsuite/bunya/kenkou_iryou/iryou/k
(if applicable) okusai/setsumeisiryo/dl/en04.pdf
9. . Paste a recent photo onto the form. The photo must be clear but does
Information for Tutor*
not have to be a standard ID photo.
10. Please use the designated EXCEL file and upload the completed file
through the online form stated in item 1 above.
Application for Certificate
of Eligibility* <NOTE>
-There are 3 sheets to be filled out.
-Please be sure to refer to the SAMPLE SHEETS for details.
11. The Japanese government has initiated a pre-entry tuberculosis
screening for nationals of the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, Nepal,
Tuberculosis Screening Myanmar, and China, who intend to enter and stay in Japan as mid- to
Clearance Certificate long-term residents. For these nationals, a “JAPAN Pre-Entry
(for nationals of Philippines, Tuberculosis Screening Clearance Certificate” issued by a designated
Vietnam, Indonesia, Nepal, medical institution will be required when applying for a Certificate of
Myanmar, and China) Eligibility.
Details regarding the required documents are found below:
JPETS website: https://jpets.mhlw.go.jp/index.html
12. Please submit a clear copy of the identification page(s) of your passport
showing your photo, date of birth, place of birth, date of validity, and
passport number, in a PDF file. Make sure to include the facing page of
the identification page as well.
If you have entered Japan in the past, please also include copies of the
page(s) with Japanese Immigration stamps.
Copy of Valid Passport <NOTE>
-Your passport must be valid until the end of the exchange period
-Please make sure that all the information, including your photo, are
clear and readable
-A copy of your passport will be submitted to the Immigration Bureau
for verification. Incorrect or unclear information on your application
form may result in failure to obtain a Certificate of Eligibility
13. | Official Bank Please submit bank certification for the person who will be covering

Statement and/or
Certificate of Scholarship

your fees during the exchange program.
In the event that you are self-sponsored, submit your own information.
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<NOTE>

-Account name, date of issue, and balance must be included

-Certification must be in English or Japanese, with the amount

converted to Japanese Yen

-An amount of more than 1,200,000 JPY for those applying for 1 year of

study (2 semesters) and 600,000 JPY for 6 months of study (1 semester)

is required

-The certification should match with the information given in the
“Supporter” section in item 10, “Application for Certificate of
Eligibility”

- Applicants must submit the scholarship certificate if they receive
scholarships to cover the study abroad costs.

14. Please upload the data in.a JPG file via the designated online application

form stated in item 1 above.

<NOTE>

-The photo must have been taken within the last 3 months

-The background of the photo must be plain

-Color copies are not acceptable

-The photo will be submitted to the Immigration Bureau and will also
be used for generating the Student ID card (size 4 cm x 3 cm)

ID Photo Data in JPG
format

*AGU designated form available on GSC website

4. Certificate of Eligibility (CoE)

AGU will, on behalf of the exchange student, apply to the Tokyo Immigration Bureau for a Certificate of
Eligibility (hereafter, “CoE”). As soon as the CoE is issued, it will be sent to the applicant via email. It is
incumbent upon the applicant to bring this CoE to their local Japanese embassy or consulate and obtain a

student visa.

5. Housing Information and How to Apply

GSC recommends that exchange students live in Aoyama Gakuin University Student Dormitory on-campus
or a student dormitory managed by Kyoritsu Maintenance, Co. Ltd., located in Sagamihara City. Please refer
to “Housing Information for Exchange Students” for details.The deadline for the dormitory application is

the same date as the exchange student application deadline.

For those partner universities(schools) with accommodation waiver agreements with GSC*:

Exchange students will be placed in Aoyama Gakuin University Student Dormitory (On-campus dormitory,
all single rooms, gender-separated floors, meal plan included). Each room is furnished with bed, closet,
desk and chair, curtains, air conditioner, shower and toilet, and a mini refrigerator.

GSC will cover the dormitory fee (including maintenance costs), while mandatory meal plan (JPY 17,600

per month, subject to change) and Wi-Fi fee (around JPY 3,000 per month) shall be paid by the student.

The monthly meal menus will be written in Japanese. Vegeterian and Halal menus are not available, and

the cooking staff cannot separately prepare dishes for those who have allergy. Also, the student will pay
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any room damage fee. We appreciate your understanding.

*Please contact your home university if your School has accommodation waiver agreements with GSC.

6. Program Timeline

(Note that the schedule below is tentative and subject to change)

Fall Semester (September intake)

February 1-March 31,
2026

Nomination period (by exchange program coordinator via online form)

April 10, 2026

Deadline for submission of application materials and dormitory application

Early June 2026 Notification of admission to all accepted exchange students (by e-mail)
A Welcome Package, including the Certificate of Eligibility (CoE)*, will be sent
to each exchange student
Early August 2026 *The student will need to bring the CoE and other necessary documents to their

local Japanese embassy or consulate and obtain a student visa, before entering
Japan

Mid-September 2026

Orientations for Exchange Students

September 19, 2026

Fall Semester classes begin

Late January 2027

Fall Semester classes end

Last week of January to
early February 2027

Final Exam Period

-February 2027

Leave Japan (for 1-semester long Exchange Students)
*You should leave Japan, as soon as all of your classes and exams are over.

7. Academic Terms

Spring Semester

April — Late July

Summer Vacation

Early August — Mid-September

Fall Semester

Mid-September — Early February

Winter Vacation

Late December — Early January

Spring Break

Early February — Late March

https://www.aoyama.ac.jp/en/campuslife/academic calendar.html

Posted on January 2026
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