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In the passage provided, the author claims the following:
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In my opinion, developing a personal system of ethics is central to becoming a researcher. At some level, what someone chooses
to research reflects ideas and questions which are important to them. How they research it, therefore, reveals how they value those
ideas. Our research should be an expression of our deepest ethical values.

Indeed, academic research has always possessed a strong ethical component. In ancient Greece, Socrates and other philosophers
argued that education involves formation of character. Learning and philosophical inquiry was not simply to “put sight in blind
eyes” but to turn the whole person towards knowledge of the truth, like a plant turning toward the sun. Education was meant to
nurture the growth of a person’s whole character.

A similar idea is found in the Japanese concept of “dd,” or “way.” Intently studying an artform or craft involves not just
learning mechanical skills and techniques but adopting an entire way of life. The student shapes their self by walking the “way” of
the art they are learning. So, this can also be understood as a form of ethical formation.

As doctoral students, we are embarking on the “way” of research in our different disciplines. Developing a strong personal
system of ethics is thus a vital component of our academic growth. What we research, and the personal system of ethics we bring
to our research, will shape and develop our deepest moral character.
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