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W :EZ1Z Course description

Title: Rethinking Class in the Black and White Story of U.S. History

This course aims to survey and explore the long history of poverty and disenfranchisement
for Black people and also for lower-class whites in American society and culture. We will do
this by reading and discussing in the first semester White Poverty (2024) by the Reverend Dr.
William J. Barber II (with Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove). Doing so will allow us to confront
persistent myths about Blacks, whites, and the nation, as we seek to grasp what class means
and looks like in general, and how it intersects with gender, sexuality, and expectations for
families as well as individual women and men in society. Finally, we ask how class
resentments and class identity continue to shape American life in the present.

In the second semester, we will take up Isabel Wilkerson's provocative study, Caste: The Origins
of Our Discontent (2020), to complicate the history and meaning of racism in America by
considering the global frame of racial hierarchies and the ways in which they overlap with
gender, class, occupation, or region. Where possible, we will consider the case of Japan and
colonial contexts, as well, and bring in fictional readings or films.

Materials and readings in the class may change depending on student numbers, student
interests, availability of materials, and other factors. Whenever possible, student interests will
guide choices of readings and final writing projects.

Summer and Winter terms

In each semester, we will pay special attention to celebrated writers of the U.S. in their
representations of stereotypes, fears, and prejudices held by, and against, Blacks, women,
and the rural and lower classes, in particular. If we have time, we may look at J.D. Vance’s
autobiography, Hillbilly Elegy (2016), and consider how and why the so-called “Trump era”
has emerged, and what it might have to do with class in America. “Intersectionality” will
inform our approach to the ways in which identities are multiple, contradictory, and complex
for both historical groups in society and the individuals living their own lives.

W = BZ Course objectives

(1) To read extensively and intensively (widely and deeply) in modern American culture

(2) To learn about techniques of narrative experimentation in American literature

(3) To compare and contrast universal and both gender-and race-specific approaches to
history, art, and culture modeled in critical essays by literature and culture scholars as well
as public intellectuals

(4) To present organized talks orally in English on assigned topics

(5) To write argumentative and interpretative essays in English, building from a thesis
paragraph by paragraph, based on research with bibliography and notes

REVEREND DR.
'I'JILHAM J. BARBER Il

Elll HN 'WILS (N - HART GRIVE

WHITE

Hillbilly Elegy —

Bt iebidand

MYTHS ABOUT
LA RECONSTRICT

DEMOCRACY

PUVERTY

Hillbilly Elegy Reverend Barber II White Poverty

e 2o WEIVIS PRESLEY
GCaste
[he (viging

of Dur
Dischmients

@ [§abel
Wi_lkersnn

Tl il
& /T

Isabel Wilkerson Caste Elvis poster for Jailhouse Rock  Migrant Mother by Dorothea Lange

Eyz . Mary A. KNIGHTON (x7v—-a 54 1)

NED AR E B Y 2 v — M OWTIES - 5t - B - EZ2 22 LI LA RE
NTCORDS, ZN2MCTHLOLEEI ANED2RnTLEY, GHElck-oTE, BwRICEOREER
ZL1ZEDHDEAD VLB LNETA, ZOEETIE, FEPLVECIDARFBZFRI LI,
B LB RAAD G R EoCQnE R WEEZT0E T, - - ovy—Ix, Al K-
B - UL SR ET IS THD 205, EETHE5DU 7Y TAICYALZFEED S
ZFT, VBB O R MLTEDEINIY 2 v ¥ —RR 2T TE 5D, — IR %2036
PR L CAREEAD,

mJO7«.—)L

TAVADN—=LZTINME . AV 7 4V =7 WALKRE
N=7 L =TT AV AEBOC & HAR SR I B
TaE T L oA R U, MHEDHAIC
WEL, HASCE, FRCLMEER 2 DI, K
PR DR Y = v ¥ — D H & 2ol Eh 2 A g E D>
SUIDHEE W EEZ . LD CPHRET, HMI
PO 2B TINGDT — I A TE




NEEEAXFR FFRIAE

BE%: [ 7AVAAEE T (1) /7 RAYACAEE (1) GusiHg
TP XY ASCEEE I (1) /7R ACEEE (1) Gamms)

KAFER - ERHCIERBIN TRV TERELTIEEN

W EZEE Course description
Title: Reading the Harlem Renaissance in Global Context

In The Souls of Black Folk (1903), W.E.B. Du Bois famously said that “the problem of the
twentieth century is the problem of the color line.” In Knighton Zemi this year, we will take
up thinkers and writers such as Du Bois in the context of the modernist African American
literary tradition, focusing on the Harlem Renaissance centered in New York City in the
1920s. We will also consider how future developments in the field in more global and
Pan-Africanist directions are indebted to the Harlem movement, creating new, comparative
literary dialogues between traditions, from the French and Caribbean Negritude movement to
African literatures, and extending to today’s Afro-Pessimism and Afro-Futurism.

In this first semester, we will read a lot of the shorter essays, poetry, and short stories of the
Harlem Renaissance in order to grasp the immense diversity and richness of the writing at
this time, leading to what was widely hailed as “the vogue for Harlem.” We will pay
particular attention to the intersections of race, class, gender, and sexuality in these stories in
order to understand what was new, or “modern,” at the time and how these dynamics were
shifting in vital ways.

Summer Semester

In this semester, depending on student interests and background, we may read one long work
as well, such as Du Bois’s Dark Princess: A Romance (1928), Nella Larsen’s Passing (1929), or
Jessie Redmon Fauset’s Plum Bun: A Novel Without a Moral (1928).

Winter Semester

In this semester, depending on student interests and background, we may read one long work
as well, such as Claude McKay’s Banjo: A Story Without a Plot (1929) or J.M. Coetzee’s In the
Heart of the Country (1977).

ZRB1E Course objectives

The class has three main objectives:

(1) To gain foundational knowledge of techniques of narrative fiction and examine it in its
social and historical context;

(2) To improve reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills as a result of intensive study of
materials solely in the target language of English;

(3) To foster critical thinking and writing skills through rigorous debate and discussion,
comparative analysis of texts, close reading of language use, and short writing tasks.
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Gender is one of the fundamental factors in identity formation and perception of
others. Gendered identities and behaviors are not innate characteristics but are
constructed according to the norms of different societies and cultures. This course
critically explores concepts and theories of gender and sexuality in order to
understand how gender norms, roles, and practices are shaped through social
structures, institutions, and power relations. In this course, students also challenge
many taken-for-granted assumptions about sex and gender, using variety of examples
from Japan and other societies.

B ERBEZRE

By the end of this course, students should be able to

-explain how gender is constructed and reinforced through the imbrication of
socio-cultural factors including race, class, ethnicity, religion, etc.

-link sociological theories and concepts about gender and sexuality to students’ own

experiences in everyday lives.
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W E&HE Course description

Course theme: Gender and law

In this class, we will look at various issues relating to the rights of women and the rights of
sexual minorities in Japan and other countries, focusing particularly on the role of law. Legal
rules sometimes discriminate directly or indirectly against women and sexual minorities,
while in other cases they serve as a force for liberation and transformation. We will examine
this dual nature of law by looking at topics such as marriage and the family, gender identity,
sexual and domestic violence, and participation in politics and the workforce, studying
examples from both Japan and other countries and considering both domestic and
international law. Students will learn that the social status of women and sexual minorities is
not fixed or unchangeable, but has varied over time and from place to place throughout
history, and that social movements in modern times have played a key role in lobbying for
reform of oppressive laws and for the introduction of laws that can be used to challenge
gender discrimination. The class will provide students with an opportunity to consider their
beliefs about gender, and to think about how we can all help create a world in which
everyone can achieve their full potential, free from gender discrimination and gender
stereotypes.

W EREIZE Course objectives

By participating in this course, students will:

a) learn the meaning of basic concepts such as sex (including the concept of intersex), gender
(including the concepts of gender identity, gender expression and gender roles), and sexual
orientation.

b) gain a basic understanding of the kinds of discrimination that still exist against women and
sexual minorities in Japan and other countries.

c) gain a basic understanding of how laws have either reflected and reinforced such
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