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A Composite character in The Grapes of Wrath

R R (EREREE 14F)

John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath (1939) follows the Joad family’s journey westward to
California as Dust Bowl migrants during the Great Depression. By dividing the traditional hero-
type protagonist into a composite character split between Tom Joad and Jim Casy, Steinbeck
allows readers to identify the limitations of both isolated figures: Casy’s abstract ideology lacks
practicality, while Tom’s focus on immediate realities lacks the broader philosophical vision.
While scholars such as Peter Lisca and Louis Owens point out that Casy acts as a catalyst or a
mentor for Tom’s spiritual and ideological transformation from individualism to collective
humanity, this paper argues that the influence goes both ways. Casy’s selfless sacrifices at a
Hooverville and Hooper Ranch serve as the pivotal turning point that reshapes Tom, while
Tom’s unfiltered practical perspective provides Casy with a foundation he needs to reshape his
worldview. Steinbeck does not end with a neat solution or victory for the migrants, but rather
demonstrates that even a unified migrant community with endurance cannot achieve justice

without broader societal recognition and support.
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Why Japanese English Education Needs Reform:

A TESOL and Intercultural Communication Perspective
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Personal experiences with English education and communication in both the United States
and Japan provided the starting point for this study. Growing up in the United States and later
experiencing English education in various regions of Japan led to an awareness of differences in
how English is taught, learned, and perceived. Experiences of studying abroad and job hunting
also prompted consideration of how much English proficiency is actually required in academic
and professional settings and what learners should ultimately aim to achieve through English
education.

From the perspectives of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) and
intercultural communication, this study examines whether the goals of Japanese English
education reflect the realities of English usage. This study emphasizes on grammatical
accuracy, vocabulary acquisition, and examination-oriented learning, as well as the importance
of communicative and intercultural competence. It also argues that English education should
move beyond the acquisition of linguistic knowledge and provide learners with opportunities to
use English meaningfully, develop learner autonomy, and communicate effectively across
linguistic and cultural boundaries. Ultimately, this presentation considers how the aims of
English education in Japan can be reconsidered in light of the skills and competencies required

in today’s globalized society.
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Rethinking Education in the Age of AT
Human Skills, Experiential Learning, and

Career Development
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This study explores how education should change in response to the rapid development of
Al As Al makes it increasingly easy to access, generate, and process information, education
may need to shift from simply acquiring knowledge to applying knowledge, solving real-world
problems, and creating value with others. It focuses on human skills such as communication,
critical thinking, creativity, problem-solving, collaboration, and ethical judgment. The research
examines whether current Japanese education sufficiently develops these skills through
classroom observation and questionnaire surveys of students from junior high school to
university, as well as teachers. In addition, the study examines practical educational
approaches, including project-based learning and collaboration among universities, companies,
and local communities. By connecting education with real-world experiences and career
development, such approaches may provide students with opportunities to develop
transferable skills and explore future career possibilities. The study argues that Al should not
replace learning, but rather serve as a tool that enables students to engage with more complex
questions and real-world challenges. Ultimately, this study considers how education can move
from knowledge-centered learning toward experiential, collaborative, and society-connected

learning in the age of AL
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